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HANDWRITING POLICY

Handwriting should not be taught in isolation to other subjects.  It should be modelled at all times by teachers and teaching assistants both on the whiteboard and when marking children’s work in books.  All staff to use the same style of handwriting as agreed. It should also be modelled on learning walls.

Displays should be handwritten where possible.  

Children in EYFS/KS1 will be taught correct letter formation, sizing and spacing, using the RWInc mnemonics (or those agreed by school). They will make links by being taught about ‘families’ in handwriting- eg all those that start with a ‘c’ motion (a, c, d, g, o, q), all those that start with an up-down-and-over (r, m, n, b, h), etc. These families can be agreed/named by staff in school so that they can be referred to across classes.

Parents will be informed of handwriting expectations.

Children in EYFS/KS1 will be taught to write with lead outs but not lead ins. From Sept 2017, staff will trial teaching cursive writing from the get-go to those children who are able to access it. Other children will be taught to join as soon as members of staff deem it beneficial to them. Children should be taught the 4 basic joins of handwriting.  The intention is for every child to use and develop a fluent, joined handwriting style by the end of year 4.

The agreed style has 4 main joins
1) Bottom to middle – eg in

2) Bottom to top – eg ill

3) Middle to middle – eg oa

4) Middle to top – eg ol

· No joins from descenders eg jug, apple

· No lead ins but lead outs more prominent

· No loops for, j’s, f’s, g’s or k’s

· No joining of capital letters

Handwriting should be celebrated through published work, praise and termly awards from the English Governor.

Children who struggle with sizing and spacing should be:

· Given opportunities to improve fine motor skills; eg dough disco, juggling, threading beads, etc

· Given graph or guideline paper to support them in their English book 

Handwriting will be monitored termly by the SLT, Literacy Governor and Literacy Coordinator.  Books will be monitored randomly in a variety of subjects.

Policy agreed by staff and governors:  March 2017 

Next review March 2019

……………………………………………

      ……………………………………………
Paula Quinney Executive Head Teacher

Joanne Nicholas Assistant Head Teacher
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